
A/E/C Committee Meeting

RHCA . . . the leader in Diversity Inclusion
Networking and building business relationships and opportunities
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April 12, 2023

Disclaimer: This webinar is not intended for press purposes. If you are part the press, please disconnect. 
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Housekeeping Rules

· Keep yourself muted throughout the meeting

· Please make sure to stay for the whole meeting

· Presentation will be emailed

· Q&A will be after each presentation

· Ask questions in the chat 

· Please make sure to keep your camera on, at all times

· If you get logged out, please re-login using the same link 
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Welcome
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Committee Introductions



5Join us on Social Media    #DFWRHCA   @DFWRHCA

Q & A
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Committee Discussions

• Legislative Update - Currently Tracking 161 bills
• HB 5140 - URGENT
• Friday Weekly Bill Review Sessions
• Committee Participation
• Share Bills RHCA to look at
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Legislative
Number of Bills being tracked by RHCA - 161 Bills
Identified Priority Bill(s)
➢ HB 5140

Relating to a prohibition against the consideration of race or ethnicity as a factor in governmental employment or contracting, in 
other governmental functions, and in higher education admissions. 

Why is it important to the RHCA? State Contracts with Minority goals would be prohibited.

Recommended Stance: Not Support
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RHCA Visit to Capitol to kill HB 5140
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Testifying against SB 17

On Thursday, April 6th, Fernando dropped off 
copies of RHCA’s written testimony against SB 17.

Senate Witness Registration was completed in the 
kiosk tablets outside of the designated committee 
hearing room (E1.028).

Subsequently, the written testimonies were dropped 
off at the Senate Committee on Education’s Office.
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Budget Night for the 88th Legislature

On the night of Thursday, April 6th, 2023, the Texas 
House of Representatives carried out their hearing of 
HB 1, also known as “Budget Night”.

HB 1 passed on a vote of 136-10.

Lawmakers debated for more than 12 hours.

One important outcome of budget night is that Texas 
lawmakers kept their anti-DEI proposal.
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Bills Referred to Committee Hearings This Week

● SB 1621 (Kolkhorst, Lois)
Committee Hearing Scheduled for Tuesday, April 11th

Caption: Relating to requiring state contractors, political 
subdivisions of this state, and private employers to 
participate in the federal electronic verification of 
employment authorization program, or E-verify

● HB 4123 (Guillen, Ryan)
Committee Hearing Scheduled for Tuesday, April 11th

Caption: Relating to the dissemination of criminal 
history record information by the Department of Public 
Safety.

● HB 2598 (Gamez, Erin)
Committee Hearing Scheduled for Tuesday, April 11th

Caption: Relating to the establishment by the Texas 
Workforce Commission of a workplace soft skills 
training pilot program.

● HB 1466 (Clardy, Travis)
Committee Hearing Scheduled for Tuesday, April 11th

Caption: Relating to the regulation of certain 
continuing education programs.
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AEC Committee Upcoming Events and Topics of Interest

• City of Dallas Event
• Heavy Highway Forum – Statewide
• Build Fort Worth 2023 Construction Expo
• Municipal Improvements
• Water/Wastewater Event
• Federal Event
• Facilities Event
• Water Resources Event
• Transportation/Roadway Event
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Heavy Highway Forum 2023 – Statewide

• Thursday, June 8, 2023 - Houston District

• Thursday, September 21 or Thursday, October 19, 2023 - Austin & San Antonio Districts

• Friday, November 17, 2023 - Dallas and Fort Worth Districts 

Note: These dates do not fall on a “letting date”
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2023 Heavy Highway Forum
Budget Goal All Three Cities

○ Revenue 70,000.00

2022 Heavy Highway Forum
○ Revenue 38,000.00
○ Expenses 2,608.24
○ Net Income  35,391.76
○ Attendance 150

2021 Heavy Highway Forum
○ Revenue 13,050.00
○ Expenses 212.39
○ Net Income  12,837.61
○ Attendance 120
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2023 Heavy Highway Forum Proposed Agenda

● Welcome Remarks – 8:30 am

● TxDOT Statewide Update – 9:00 am

● District Update – 9:45 am

● Breakout Session 10:20 am

○ Construction
○ PEPS

● Lunch Break – 11:30 am

● Alternative Delivery Presentation 11:45 am

● Closing Remarks 12:00 pm
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2023 Heavy Highway Forums Next Steps
○ Identify Venues

■ Houston
■ Central Texas (South Austin, North of San Antonio)
■ Dallas / Fort Worth Arlington

○ Venue Requirements
■ Main Room Capacity

● 150 attendees
● 15-20 exhibitors
● Food can be allowed

■ Breakout Room Capacity 
● 60 attendees

○ Sponsorship Menu

○ Identify Partnering Organizations
■ Houston
■ Central Texas
■ Dallas/Fort Worth

○ Committee Meeting Schedule
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RHCA | Webinar 

• Federal highway programs: $26.9 billion
• Public Transportation: $3.3 billion
• Drinking water infrastructure (and removing lead pipes): $2.9 billion
• Airports: $1.2 billion
• Bridge replacement and repairs: $537 million
• Electric vehicle charging network: $408 million
• Broadband expansion: $100 million
• Wildfire protection: $53 million
• Cyberattacks protection: $42 million

Infrastructure Bill Opportunities Impact on Texas with a Focus on North Texas
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Agenda

2023 Pre-Committee Meeting Date Agenda Review

• Wednesday, March 15, 2023
• Wednesday, April 19, 2023
• Wednesday, May 17, 2023
• Wednesday, June 21, 2023
• Wednesday, August 16, 2023
• Wednesday, September 20, 2023
• Wednesday, October 18, 2023
• Thursday, November 16, 2023 *
• Wednesday, December 14, 2023*
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://regionalhca.org/day-of-the-construction-worker-2023https/

https://regionalhca.org/day-of-the-construction-worker-2023/
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https://form.jotform.com/223546066396160
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https://form.jotform.com/223546066396160

https://form.jotform.com/223546066396160


29Join us on Social Media    #DFWRHCA   @DFWRHCA

https://form.jotform.com/222965555456164

https://form.jotform.com/222965555456164
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RHCA | Subcommittee
Help with inviting monthly guest speakers

The invitation details are listed below:

Date: Tuesday, November 9, 2021

Time Duration: 10 to 15 minutes (if you need more please let me know)

Time Range: Any 15 minutes between 8:45am to 10:00am CST

Via online Video: Zoom Video Conference

Committee: RHCA Economic and Business Development Committee: Audience –
Contractors/Professional Services/Public Agency Employees

Topic: Texas Emission Reduction Plan (TERP) Program overview & Benefits for 
contractors

Presentation: PowerPoint Due by Monday, November 8 – To Jonathon Garcia

Other Items Needed: (1) Headshot in JPEG (2) Title

Example:

Link to recommend guest speakers: https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=m9gkZ9IDKEWQMA6zN7Gyu1-t7tkG5ypLvhzsQy7hgMRUNUdGT0UwVlVLTDVRSFNDUjZGU09VVFVPNC4u

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=m9gkZ9IDKEWQMA6zN7Gyu1-t7tkG5ypLvhzsQy7hgMRUNUdGT0UwVlVLTDVRSFNDUjZGU09VVFVPNC4u
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Q & A


